
crew members who had gathered now
divided into two parties; the first made
for the eastern arm with ropes and
lifebuoys and the other set off for the
top of the east cliff where a deputy
launching authority, Colin Maltby, and
three men could watch what was
happening and report back to Solent
Coastguard by portable VHP radio. New-
haven's 52ft Arun class lifeboat, Keith
Anderson, also launched at 0953 and
was expected to arrive on scene 40
minutes later.

As Brighton's Atlantic 21 headed for
the Lowenbrau Buoy the men on the
cliff top reported that one of the three
yachtsmen had boarded the liferaft but
that the other two were still in the
water. At 0951 the lifeboat turned to
port to head east north east towards the
liferaft. Crew Member Cohen was
keeping stern lookout for heavy seas
and soon after altering course he
reported a large composite sea
approaching. Helmsman Young turned
the lifeboat to port, head to sea, as
waves broke over her. Heavy water
came aboard aft and the starboard
engine stalled. It was quickly restarted
and the lifeboat circled northwards back
towards the liferaft.

By now the raft was only 50 yards
south of the breakwater where seas
were very confused. But Alan Young,
seeing two people still in the water, was
committed to keep going slowly ahead
at about six knots, his bow to the wind.
The lifeboat was just seven yards from
the liferaft when a very heavy and steep
sea rose up ahead, lifting the bow nearly
vertical. At this moment the wind
caught the underside of the hull and the
lifeboat capsized bow over stern.

She landed absolutely level but up-
side down and Helmsman Young and

Brighton's Atlantic 21 lifeboat on exercise in heavy seas. The photograph was taken by Alan
Young, helmsman of the lifeboat for the service described below.

Crew Member Todd found themselves
under the boat. Cohen, however, was
thrown clear and he managed to hold
the port lifelines as his two crewmates
emerged from beneath the hull on the
starboard side. All three worked their
way aft and while Young located the air
bottle release for the righting bag, his
crew held the port safety line.

The lifeboat righted quickly and re-
mained stern to sea. Young and Cohen
re-boarded aft and were assisting Todd
when another breaking sea lifted the
lifeboat and drove her some 25 yards
before finally lifting her starboard quar-
ter over her port bow. Young and
Cohen were again thrown into the water
but Todd held himself inside the roll bar
and stayed inboard as the lifeboat
quickly righted due to the inflated
air-bag.

Cohen, who was now too far for Todd
to reach him with the quoit line,
accepted that he would drift ashore
safely. Young managed to grab the
trailing port safety line and was about to
climb aboard when yet another sea
lifted the stern and a second identical
knock-down took place. This time
Young lost contact with the lifeboat but
could see that he, too, was being driven
safely ashore. Again Todd kept a hold
aboard the boat and while he drifted
towards the beach, he rigged the
emergency VHP radio. He then called
Solent Coastguard to say that all the
crew were safe and was about to try to
start the port engine when he realised
that the lifeboat was close to the shore.
Instead he lifted both engines into tilt
position and at 1008 the lifeboat landed
on the beach with members of the shore

party in close attendance.
Within minutes of the lifeboat

beaching the three survivors from the
yacht and their liferaft were also washed
ashore about 75 yards further east.
None of them were injured but they
were taken to hospital for observation
and were released later that day.

The lifeboat was manhandled ashore
and then lifted by crane to the nearby
marina boatyard. An emergency relief
Atlantic 21 arrived at station from
RNLI Cowes Base at 1430 and was
placed on service at 1530. The station
lifeboat was returned to Cowes for
inspection on the same transport.

Following this service the thanks of
the Institution inscribed on vellum was
accorded to Helmsman Alan Young
and Crew Members Roger Cohen and
Stan Todd. Also, a letter signed by the
RNLI's director, Rear Admiral W. J.
Graham, was sent to the honorary
secretary thanking the entire station
personnel for their assistance that day.

South East Division

Across the mud
LATE ON THE NIGHT OF TUESDAY JULY 1,

1986, the owners of Fitzworth Farm, on
the south side of Poole Harbour could
hear cries for help coming from across
the water to the west. They immediately
rang the police and coastguard who in
turn alerted Poole lifeboat station and
Swanage mobile rescue unit. The
weather was fine with little wind but it
was a very dark and moonless night.

78



Poole Lifeboat Station
Royal Marine Jetty

POOLE HARBOUR ,

(con,pic)CASTLE^ . .̂

Casualties crv

South Havpn P t x v \ Vs.'

— • — = 33ft Brede Class Lifeboat
— = Relief 16ft D Class Lifeboat-

Reproduced with the sanction of the Controller of HM Stationery Office and the Hydrographer of the Navy.

The tide had been ebbing for an hour
and a half.

By 2331 both of Poole's lifeboats, the
33ft Brede class Inner Wheel, and a
relief 16ft D class inflatable on tempor-
ary duty, had slipped their moorings.
Inner Wheel headed east and south of
Brownsea Island up the Wych Channel
until it became too shallow to go any
further. She then anchored and stayed
where she was until the service was
completed.

The inflatable lifeboat, manned by
Helmsman David Coles and Crew
Members Steven Vince and Raymond
Collin, headed westward, approaching
the Arne Peninsula from the north east.
Swanage mobile rescue unit Land Rov-
er had in the meantime driven to where
the farm owners had raised the alarm
and were able to confirm the general
area from which weak cries could still
be heard.

Helmsman Coles drove the lifeboat
on through the Upper Wych Channel,
west of Round Island, into ever shal-
lower water. His only illumination took
the form of two hand-held searchlights
and after some 15 minutes he shut down
the outboard engine to try to hear the
direction of the cries. It was 2345 when
the crew agreed that they were coming
from a small point of marshland nearly
a mile due west of Fitzworth Point.

David Coles then drove the lifeboat
on to the mud, about 70 yards from the
shore. Crew Member Steven Vince
climbed out of the boat and into the
mud, taking with him a portable radio
and one of the searchlights. He found
himself up to his knees and as he
struggled towards the reed-lined shore
he sank sometimes to his waist.

It was a minute before midnight when
Vince reported that he had found two
teenagers, a girl and a boy. The boy was
in a very weak and hypothermic state
and could not make it back without
help. Crew Member Raymond Collin
had by now also made his way through
the mud to the shore and he and Steven
Vince began trying to carry the boy
while the girl followed them. The effort
was too great, however, with each of
them continually falling into the mud.

Helmsman Coles made a call for
helicopter assistance but the nearest
machine was an hour and a half away in
South Wales, too long to wait in view of
the boy's failing health. All the time
Coles was working to keep the lifeboat
afloat on the falling tide but at 0015 he
drove the boat high and dry so as to
reduce the distance between him and
the shore.

Then the idea occurred to him of
taking out the rubber mattress from the
bottom of the lifeboat and using it as a
mud sledge. He secured it to the anchor
warp and began to drag it towards his
crew and the survivors who were some
40 yards away. At one point during this
very difficult task he became immersed
in the mud to above his waist and was
only able to extricate himself by lying
face down and gradually pulling his legs
to the surface.

When he reached the shore the boy
was put aboard the mattress and
brought to the lifeboat by Vince and
Coles. Collin stayed behind to comfort
the girl. Aboard the lifeboat the boy
was barely conscious and shivering
violently and the crew forced him to
talk to them to keep him alert. The
helmsman was loath to leave the girl but

knew he had to get the boy ashore
without delay. He requested an ambu-
lance to meet the lifeboat at the Royal
Marine jetty a mile and a half away; this
was the nearest guaranteed night ac-
cess. The lifeboat had first to be man-
handled for about 100 yards back into
the water before passage could begin to
the jetty.

By 0040 the boy was safely aboard the
ambulance and eight minutes later the
inflatable lifeboat, having first called at
the anchored Inner Wheel for blankets,
returned to pick up the girl who herself
was now very cold. Again, by using the
mattress, she was put aboard the life-
boat and after dragging the lifeboat
once more across the mud to the water,
the three crew members climbed aboard
and set off for the Royal Marine jetty.

When the girl had been landed to a
second ambulance the lifeboat returned
to station where for the next hour the
crew were cleaning the mud off them-
selves, their drysuits and the lifeboat
equipment. It was 0330 before they
could finally report the lifeboat ready
again for service.

Following this service the thanks of
the Institution on vellum were accorded
to Helmsman David Coles and Crew
Members Steven Vince and Raymond
Collin.

South East Division

Speedboats capsize
MEMBERS OF THE CREW OF MARGATE'S 16ft
D class inflatable lifeboat were in the
boathouse on the afternoon of Sunday
August 3, 1986, cleaning the lifeboat
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